
Overview MGA’s Transportation 
Recommendations 



Elements of Summit Platform 
that Governors Signed in ‘07

1. Efficiency goal:  2% annually by 2015, and every year thereafter

2. Renewable electricity goal: 30% by 2030

3. Advanced coal with carbon capture and storage (CCS) goals:
a) By 2012: A multi-jurisdiction CO2 pipeline sited and permitted.

b) By 2015: Commercial IGCC with CCS using eastern & western coals

c) By 2020: all newcoal plants have CCS

d) By 2050: entire coal fleet is transitioned to CCS.

4. Bioeconomy and Transportation 
a) Increase availability of low-carbon fuels by 10-fold.

b) Reduce fossil fuel inputs to biofuels 50%.

c) Meet half the region’s transportation demand with biofuels and other low-
carbon fuels.

5. Six Cooperative Regional Initiatives (e.g., transmission)

6. GHG Reduction Accord to develop Cap & Trade system



Recommendations from 
Governor-appointed 
Advisory Groups synthesized 
into a Roadmap for the 
Midwest.

Midwestern Energy Security 
and Climate Stewardship 
Roadmap: Advisory Group 
Recommendations
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Transportation 
Recommendations



Priority Policy Recommendation

Low Carbon Fuel Standard
Work with affected stakeholders through MGA 
to develop a model regional low carbon fuel 
standard that will decrease the greenhouse 
gas (GHG) intensity of transportation fuels by 
10 percent in 10 years from the start of the 
program.



Priority Policy Recommendation

Transportation Choices
Implement a range of strategies 
including investment in transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure, building and 
expanding the Midwest Regional 
Rail network and enabling 
development that promotes 
transportation system efficiency.



Priority Policy Recommendation

Mileage-based Insurance

Eliminate regulatory barriers that prevent 
insurance from offering mileage-based 
insurance. 



Complementary Policy 
Recommendations

ÅContinue to strengthen regional renewable and lower-carbon 
transportation fuel production capacity to meet the ambitious 
requirements of the 2007 Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). 

ÅAdopt state and provincial actions to improve the average fuel 
efficiency of passenger vehicles such as fleet-procurement 
standards for state vehicle fleets, tax incentives for high-
efficiency vehicles and engines, production tax credits for 
advanced technology vehicles and efficient driver education. 



Complementary Policy 
Recommendations

ÅProvide incentives to stimulate the development of lower-
carbon fuel infrastructure by working with utilities to add an 
electric vehicle component to “smart grid” development 
plans, promote demonstration projects among Midwestern 
auto manufacturers, establish “end of life” buyback programs 
for electric car batteries and create a Clean Fuel Retailers 
program. 

ÅSupport the Chicago Region Environmental and 
Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program to secure 
additional necessary funding from regional, state and federal 
agencies to implement remaining rail improvement projects 
to  increase rail and truck efficiency. 



Complementary Policy 
Recommendations

ÅBegin a regional planning process to identify infrastructure 
improvement opportunities and efficiency improvements for 
regional freight trucking, waterways and intermodal points, 
such as yards, ports and airports. 

ÅSupport a federally dedicated funding mechanism for rail 
improvements, upgrades or new projects to improve the 
Midwest rail system, which forms the hub for the entire 
nation’s rail system.

Å Incorporate energy use and carbon emissions criteria into 
state bidding processes for shipped goods and other ordering 
to improve freight efficiency. 





MGA Surface Transportation 
Recommendations

ÅFunding sources and distribution

ÅMovement on the region’s roads

ÅRegional transit movement

ÅMoving passengers and freight on the region’s 
rails



Funding sources and distribution

ÅUse a wide range of funding options, including 
taking steps to implement a future vehicle miles-
based approach to supplement the motor fuel 
tax, to achieve long-term stable and sustainable 
funding. 

ÅAllow the use of the complete spectrum of 
innovative financing and public-private 
partnerships to supplement public dollars for 
infrastructure and ensure that all areas of the 
county can participate



Movement on the region’s roads
(sample recommendations)

ÅProvide federal funding support for interregional, 
interstate and intercity freight and for fixing 
bottlenecks and improving access to ports and 
international gateways, especially with our 
largest trading partner, Canada. 

ÅMeet the changing needs of the road system to 
address the transportation demands of 
agribusiness, which is a major industry in rural 
and urban areas of the Midwest.  



Regional transit movement
(sample recommendations) 

ÅContinue a strong federal commitment to public 
transit in both urban and rural areas and provide 
funding for needed programs that make essential 
transportation services available to urban and 
rural residents. 

ÅEncourage and support the expansion of intercity 
and intracity public transportation services 
provided by commuter, intracity, and intercity 
vans and buses. 



Moving passengers and freight on 
the region’s rails
(sample recommendations) 

ÅImprove cross-modal connectivity to provide 
greater efficiency of goods movement from one 
mode to another—such as barge to truck or truck 
to rail

ÅEncourage Congress to support the goals of the 
Midwest Regional Rail Initiative and Ohio Hub, 
continue its support of Amtrak’s Empire Builder 
route and support ways to increase accessibility 
in states where passenger rail service is lacking


